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other description of supplies, which it might be necessary to
obtain from Calcutta, could be conveyed throughout the year
by steamers in the course of five days.    The people of the
country, though not nearly so numerous as those of Assam,
(being when compared with the  area they occupy nearly in
the proportion of one to three) from their superior energy of
character, their intimate acquaintance with the language of
Ava, with the several passes which lead across the mountains
into the plains of the Irawattee, and the strength and posi-
tions of the towns and villages on the banks of this river,
are likely to give far more efficient aid than the Assamese
in an advance through their territory, and in a subsequent
series of rapid progressive movements on  the capital of their
ancient enemies.    Whether a^ movement were  effected by
Assam, Muneepoor, or Arracan, we should equally in each
case carry with.us the best wishes of the population of these
countries for the prosperity of our arms, and this is an element
which so materially contributes to success in military opera-
tions, that the want of it has not unfrequently led  to  the
complete discomfiture of a series of the most ably planned
movements.

14th. In advancing from   Rangoon,  however  great the

confidence with which the people of the country might regard

us from recollection of our former conduct, the experience

derived from that contest clearly proves, that every measure

which ingenuity could devise, or cruelty execute, to deprive

us of this advantage, would be unhesitatingly adopted, and

the resources of the country be again cut off as effectually as

they then were.    In any subsequent invasion of Ava from

this point, one obstacle of a most formidable description would

be encountered, which did not on the previous occasion exist,

that arising from the barbarous nature of the punishments

inflicted by the Burmese government on their subjects, who

were accused of having afforded us assistance, or of having

continued to reside in those towns which were occupied by

our troops.    When the great body of the people saw our

army  steadily continuing its   advance  upon the   capital,

through difficulties sufficient to have appalled any but men of